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The FDOT held an alternatives public workshop on Tuesday, April 13, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at the Wolf High Technology Center at the Indian River State College, Chastain 
Campus in Stuart, Florida. This workshop was well attended by nearby residents, regulatory 
agencies and local municipalities. At this workshop citizens were able to view an audio/visual 
presentation that ran continuously throughout the meeting along with exhibits showing initial 
build alternatives and related information regarding the project. In addition, a website kiosk 
allowed citizens the ability to access and navigate through the project's website. 
Representatives from the FDOT were available to answer questions and solicit comments. 
Citizens were also encouraged to make written comments and drop them into the comment 
boxes that were available, or enter their comments using the projectôs website. Based on the 
input and comments received a summary of frequently asked questions and answers has been 
prepared to share with the public.  

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Four, is conducting a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) study to consider proposed transportation 
improvements on SR 76 (Kanner Highway) in Martin County, Florida. This project extends from 
west of CR 711 (Pratt Whitney Road) to east of Cove Road, approximately 2.4 miles in length.  

The proposed ñbuildò alternatives will consider widening the roadway and bridges on both sides 
of SR 76 to a four-lane or six-lane divided roadway. Additional features include widening of the 
existing SR 76 bridges over the Floridaôs Turnpike and the South Fork of the St. Lucie River 
along with interchange modifications at Interstate 95. This study will also include an evaluation 
of drainage and stormwater management facility improvements, bicycle and pedestrian needs, 
and a park and ride facility. The ñno-buildò alternative is also an option in this PD&E study. 

FDOT Study of SR 76 Continues 

Alternatives Public Workshop Summary 

Q: Will the FDOT evaluate the need to implement noise abatement walls 

within the study limits? 

A: A noise analysis will be done within the limits of the project to determine 
which areas may warrant noise abatement. As part of the analysis a noise 
line will be set to assess which properties may be impacted. Noise level 
readings will be taken at several locations along the project corridor. A Draft 
Noise Study Report will be completed before the public hearing scheduled for 
the spring of 2011. 

 

Q: Will the study consider implementing sidewalks, bike paths, and 

lowering speed limits along SR 76? 

A: The existing operational conditions within the project limits will be 
analyzed as a part of the study. Alternatives will be developed to address any 
deficiencies identified within the corridor. Sidewalks and bike paths are 
included with the proposed improvements. The posted speed limits have 
been analyzed and it was determined that a posted speed limit of 50 mph 
west of SW Locks Road and a posted speed limit of 45 mph east of SW 
Locks Road are appropriate for the project limits. 

 

Q: What if the proposed retaining walls are too close to my home? 

A: After the Workshop, the project team re-evaluated the conceptual plans 
and reduced the number of eastbound through lanes that resulted in 
relocation of the proposed retaining wall 12 feet to the north in the area east 
of SW Lost River Road. This means the proposed retaining wall was pushed 
further away from the homes (east of SW Lost River Road) than what was 
previously shown at the Public Workshop on April 13, 2010. 

 

Q: What are the safety issues that are being evaluated within the 

corridor for people traveling to and from local schools? 

A: The FDOT is proposing a 12-foot wide shared-use path on the south side 
of SR 76 and 6-foot wide sidewalks on the north side of SR 76 within the 
project limits to safely accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. 4-foot bike 
lanes are also proposed to accommodate bicyclists.  Pavement striping and 
pedestrian signs will be provided at all 
intersections to delineate safe areas to 
cross SR 76 and the I-95 on/off ramps.  
Pedestrian signals and signs will also be 
provided at all crosswalk locations at 

signalized intersections. 

Questions and Answers 
Q: Will the FDOT evaluate the need for a new traffic signal at the 

entrance to the Florida Club (SR 76 at SW Old Royal Drive)? 

A: The FDOT completed a signal warrant study at this intersection in June 
2010 based on requests made by many citizens who filled out comment 
forms. The study concluded that a new traffic signal is not warranted at this 
location.  It is possible that a new traffic signal may be warranted in the 
future at this location.  For more information regarding the signal warrant 
study, please contact Mr. Jonathan Overton of FDOTôs Traffic Operations 
Department at (954) 777-4376 or send an e-mail to: 

Jonathan.Overton@dot.state.fl.us. 

 

Q: What are the future projected traffic volumes for SR 76 within the 

study corridor? 

A: The FDOT has determined that traffic will continue to increase and nearly 
double by year 2040 based on regional traffic models. With no 
improvements, SR 76 will be highly congested and operate at an 
unacceptable level-of-service as soon as year 2013 in certain areas. This 
means that drivers may experience travel delays due to heavy traffic 
volumes without the improvement of adding extra lanes to SR 76. 

 

Q: Will new access be provided to the Turnpike from SR 76? 

A: We have already coordinated with Floridaôs Turnpike Enterprise and 
currently there are no plans at this time for connection to the Turnpike. 

 

Q: What other enhancements to SR 76 are being considered by the 

FDOT for this study? 

A: The FDOT is evaluating interchange modifications to I-95 by adding a 
new loop ramp from eastbound SR 76 to northbound I-95 so that 
movements through the interchange are more streamlined. In addition, a 
future Park & Ride Lot or community transit center is under consideration 
near the I-95 interchange which can accommodate the Palm Tran express 
bus service for use by commuters or those wishing to carpool. The FDOT 
welcomes your input on the possible locations and use of this land. Please 

see the back of this newsletter on how 
you can make a comment. Stormwater 
needs are also being analyzed and 
several offsite facilities are needed which 
would require additional right of way. 
Landscaping enhancements are 
contingent on agreement from Martin 
County as the maintaining agency and 
will be coordinated during the next phase 
of the project, which is Design. 

Project Location Map 



Daphne Spanos, P.E., Project Manager 
Florida Department of Transportation, District Four 
Consultant Management 
3400 West Commercial Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309-3421  

   Phone: (954) 777-4324 or toll free at  
                1-866-336-8435 Ext. 4324 
   Email:  daphne.spanos@dot.state.fl.us 

If you received this newsletter in the mail, you are already on this 
PD&E studyôs mailing list. The mailing list also includes: Property 
owners within 300 feet of the project, civic groups in the study area, 
elected officials, and government and regulatory agencies. These 
groups will be notified 21 days in advance of public meetings. If 
you, or someone you know, would like to be added to the mailing 
list, or would like to provide your written comments, please contact: 

Daphne Spanos, P.E., Consultant Management 
Florida Department of Transportation, District Four 
3400 West Commercial Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309-3421  

Public involvement is an important aspect of the PD&E study 
process which includes communicating project related information to 
all interested persons, groups, and government organizations, and 
obtaining public input regarding the development and evaluation of 
the project alternatives. The FDOT conducts a Public Involvement 
Program which includes environmental agency coordination 
meetings, coordination meetings with local agencies and officials, 
small group meetings, a public kick-off meeting, an alternatives 
public workshop, and a public hearing, as well as local media 
notification.  

Public Involvement 

Mailing List 

A project website is available at www.sr76martin.com which 
provides current project information, notification of public meetings, 
and a contact link to project staff. Project information and 
documents will be uploaded to the project website for review when 
they become available along with a copy of this newsletter. A 
successful PD&E study depends on public participation including 
receiving comments and suggestions from the community 
throughout the life of the study. Please click on the ñSend Us Your 
Commentsò page to send us your comments electronically and to be 
placed on the projectôs mailing list.  

Visit the SR 76 Project Website! 

Project Schedule 

The SR 76 PD&E study began in November 2008. The development 
and evaluation of the widening or ñbuildò alternatives were 
presented at the alternatives public workshop.  A public hearing, 
scheduled for the spring of 2011, is a formal meeting at which 
comments on the findings of the study including its proposed 
alignment and design concept, are entered into the public record.  
Once all comments made in conjunction with the public hearing are 
analyzed and, if appropriate, incorporated into the study, the study 
documents are completed and forwarded to the Federal Highway 
Administration for its official Location and Design Concept 
Acceptance of the recommended alternative. 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. 


